
Miscellaneous Śāradā Characters

Anshuman Pandey

University of Michigan

Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA

pandey@umich.edu

February 3, 2009

1 Punctuation

1.1 Double tildes

1. As section marker (?):

2. As filler (?):

3. Double tildes alternating with double carets and used as filler (?):
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1.2 Double carets

1. As section or omission marker (?):

2. As filler:

1.3 Large caret

1. As section or omission marker (?):

2. As filler:

3. Larget caret side-by-side with and without top-stroke:

2



1.4 Separator

1. Used to mark word boundaries:

1.5 Dots

Do dots represent anything in particular? Omissions, etc.?

1. Dots:

2 Other Marks

2.1 Avagraha

1. Avagraha:

2. Double avagraha (is there a special function or meaning of two avagrahas?):
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2.2 Candrabindu

Is there a semantic distinction between the regular and inverted forms of candrabindu? if not, what might

explain the occurance of the two forms within a single line of adjacent lines?

1. Different forms of candrabindu used to write om and candrabindu sign:

2. Different forms of candrabindu used to write om:

3 Editorial Marks

3.1 Open Circle

1. Superscript open circle in main text referencing supplemental text in margin:
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3.2 Open Circle and Plus Sign

1. Superscript open circle with subscript plus sign:

2. Superscript open circle with superscript plus sign:

3.3 Open Circle and Caret

1. Superscript open circle with subscript caret:

2. Superscript open circle with with subscript caret separated by a horizontal line:
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3.4 Plus Sign

A plus-like sign possibly indicating text insertion. The sign occurs as a superscript, as a subscript, and

in-line. Is there semantic value in the distinctions?

1. In-line plus sign:

2. Plus sign before margin text; subscript plus in manuscript text:

3. Plus sign after margin text; subscript plus in manuscript text:

4. Plus sign above and below margin text; subscript plus in manuscript text:

3.5 Double Plus Sign

1. Double plus sign written before marginal text:

6



2. Double plus sign written after marginal text:

3. Vertical double plus sign referencing margin text marked by horizontal plusses:

4. Separated double plus referencing margin text marked by superscript and subscript plusses:
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3.6 Inverted Superscript Caret

1. Inverted carets:

2. More:

3.7 Subscript Caret

1. Caret in manuscript text referencing margin text marked by caret:

2. Caret in manuscript text with inline insertion:

3. Caret written before and after text to be inserted (does the position of the caret have semantic value?):
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3.8 Bars

1. Manuscript text bound by subscript bars referencing text in margins:

3.9 Double Bars

1. Double bars referencing margin text marked with double bars:

2. Double bars referencing unmarked margin text:
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3. Superscript and subscript double bars referencing margin text marked with double bars:

3.10 Caret and Inverted Caret

1. Carets written after text to be inserted:

2. Carets written around text to be inserted; superscript caret at beginning, subscript caret at end:
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3. Inverted carets:

3.11 Double Caret

1. Two upward-facing carets:

Double X

1. Double x:

3.12 Mixed Use

1. Superscript plus sign and subscript caret:

2. Subscript plus sign and caret:
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3. Plus sign referencing margin text marked by caret:

4 Unknown Characters

1. Unknown character A: is the first occurance an avagraha? is the second occurance some sort of filler

or omission sign?:

2. Unknown character B (is this the same as ‘unknown character C’ below?):

3. Unknown character C (is this the same as ‘unknown character B’ above?):
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4. Unknown character D

5. Unknown character E: (is this a variant of ‘unknown character F’ below? is this character composed

of the digit 9 9 + an inverted candrabindu?

6. Unknown character F: (see question for ‘unknown character E’):

7. Unknown character G: are the subscript vertical bars the same as double danda? they appear distinct

from the full-height double dandas that also appear in the specimen:
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